Summary of Academic Policies and Scholastic Requirements for the Entering Class of 2016 

General Requirements 

Enrollment and Registration 

· Graduate students must enroll in graduate/upper-division courses for a minimum of 12 units each quarter. Any combination of required courses, research (Chem 280), teaching (Chem 399), and seminars (Chem 290, 291) is permissible.
· Registration for more than 16 units per quarter requires advance approval by the Graduate Advisors.
· Registration in every regular academic session (Fall, Winter, Spring) is necessary until all requirements for an advanced degree have been completed.
Satisfactory Academic Progress 

· Only the grades A+, A, A-, B+, B, and S constitute satisfactory completion of a course. B- is considered a failing grade in the graduate program. 
· One course in which a grade of B- was obtained may, upon petition, be accepted in partial fulfillment of the degree requirements, if the student's GPA in all courses applicable to the degree is at least 3.0.
· Satisfactory completion of at least eight units each regular academic session is required for all graduate students.
· A GPA of 3.0 must be maintained; to be eligible for a teaching assistantship a minimum GPA of 3.1 is required.

· Enrollment in Chemistry 399 is mandatory for each quarter a student is employed as a TA.
· A graduate student who has not demonstrated such satisfactory progress is not eligible for any academic appointment - GSR or TA - and may not hold a fellowship that is based on academic merit.
Transfers of Credit 

· Credit for no more than one-fifth of the minimum number of courses required for a degree may be given for graduate-level work satisfactorily completed at another institution or through University Extension prior to first graduate enrollment at UCI.
· Credit for one-half of the minimum number of courses required for a degree may be given for graduate-level work satisfactorily completed in another Graduate Division of UC.
· Transfer of credit occurs after formal petition only.

· Grade credit is never transferred.

Degree Requirements
Ph. D. Degree 
· A minimum of seven four-unit courses, including six graduate-level courses, must be completed with a grade of B or better in all coursework undertaken. Chemistry 280, 290, 291, and 399 cannot be used to satisfy this requirement. More than one grade of B- or lower, or a single grade of C+ or lower, constitutes grounds for immediate dismissal from the graduate program. All seven courses must be approved by the Graduate Advising Committee or, once a thesis advisor has been formally selected, by the thesis advisor. The approved courses must be taken as soon as they are offered, and within the first two academic years. In addition, all students must pass a course on scientific ethics, such as Chemistry 200, in their first year.

· Selection of a thesis advisor no later than week six during the winter quarter for physical chemistry/ChaMP students.  Organic and inorganic students choose a research advisor during late fall quarter.

· Satisfactory completion of the Second Year Examination. Each student who is seeking a Ph.D degree must pass a Second Year written exam. This examination will take place in a student’s fourth quarter and will cover the student’s research progress and plans. In all areas of specialization, the examination will be graded by a faculty committee appointed by the Department Chair to oversee the Second Year exam and the students will receive written notice of their performance.  Students who do not pass the second year exam on their first attempt will be allowed to take the exam a second time within one quarter of the first attempt. A student who fails to satisfy the Second Year examination requirement will be subject to disqualification from the Ph.D. program
· Completion of the Advancement To Candidacy Examination. The Advancement To Candidacy Examination may not take place prior to the satisfaction of the Second Year Examination. For students in organic chemistry, the candidacy exam must be completed and passed by the end of the sixth quarter in residence. For students in physical or inorganic chemistry, the candidacy exam must be completed prior to the end of the seventh quarter in residence. 
· Completion of four quarters as a graduate teaching assistant. Enrollment in Chem 399 is required.
· End of Third Year Research Progress Report due in spring quarter. All graduate students are required to prepare and submit a one-page third year research progress report to his/her thesis committee.
· End of Fourth Year Research Progress Report due in spring quarter. All graduate students are required to prepare and submit a one-page fourth year research progress report to his/her thesis committee.

· Students for whom English is not their native language must establish proficiency in speaking English by passing a required examination prior to employment as a graduate teaching assistant. Currently, a passing score on the SPEAK, TOEP, IELTS or TOEFL iBT will meet the requirement. The passing score for the SPEAK exam is 50. The passing score for the TOEP exam is 5 or better. The passing score for the IELTS is 8 or higher on the speaking module. The passing score for the TOEFL iBT is 26 or higher on the speaking component. You must take the TOEFL iBT, IELTS or SPEAK at least once prior to taking the TOEP.
· Completion of six quarters in residence at UCI. 
· Submission, public presentation and defense, and approval of an acceptable doctoral dissertation.
M. S. Degree - Thesis Plan 

· A minimum of seven four-unit courses, including six graduate-level courses, must be completed with an average grade of B or better in all coursework undertaken. Chemistry 280, 290, 291, and 399 cannot be used to satisfy this requirement. More than one grade of B- or lower, or a single grade of C+ or lower, constitutes grounds for dismissal from the graduate program.  All seven courses must be approved by the graduate advising committee or, once a thesis advisor has been formally selected, by the thesis advisor.
· Completion of three quarters as a graduate teaching assistant. Enrollment in Chem 399 is required. Students for whom English is not their native language must establish proficiency in speaking English by passing a required examination prior to employment as a graduate teaching assistant. Currently, a passing score on the SPEAK, TOEP, IELTS or TOEFL iBT will meet the requirement. The passing score for the SPEAK exam is 50. The passing score for the TOEP exam is 5 or better. The passing score for the IELTS is 8 or higher on the speaking module. The passing score for the TOEFL iBT is 26 or higher on the speaking component. You must take the TOEFL iBT, IELTS or SPEAK at least once prior to taking the TOEP.
· Completion of three quarters in residence at UCI. 
· Selection of thesis advisor no later than third quarter of residence. 
· Submission and approval of an acceptable master's thesis. 
M. S. Degree - Non Thesis 

· Completion of 10 four-unit courses including eight graduate-level courses (as specified by the department and excluding Chem 290, Chem 291, and Chem 399 and counting Chem 280 no more than once) with a grade of B or better. More than one grade of B- or lower, or a single grade of C+ or lower, constitutes grounds for dismissal from the graduate program. All courses must be approved by the Graduate Advising Committee or, once a thesis advisor has been formally selected, by the thesis advisor.

· Completion of three quarters as a graduate teaching assistant. Students for whom English is not their native language must establish proficiency in speaking English by passing a required examination prior to employment as a graduate teaching assistant. Currently, a passing score on the SPEAK, TOEP, IELTS or TOEFL iBT will meet the requirement. The passing score for the SPEAK exam is 50. The passing score for the TOEP exam is 5 or better. The passing score for the IELTS is 8 or higher on the speaking module. The passing score for the TOEFL iBT is 26 or higher on the speaking component. You must take the TOEFL iBT, IELTS or SPEAK at least once prior to taking the TOEP.
· Completion of three quarters in residence at UCI. 
· Satisfactory completion of the comprehensive examination.
A student pursuing an M.S. degree under Plan II must pass a comprehensive
examination, administered by a three-member committee that consists of
the student's advisor and two faculty members nominated by the department
chair. In the examination, the committee will assess the competence of the
candidate in the areas of chemistry covered by the chosen course work, with
unanimous agreement among the committee members required for satisfactory
completion.
ChaMP, Chemical and Materials Physics 

The core courses are to be completed with an overall average letter grade of B or better:

Chem 206 / Phys 206 Laboratory Skills
Chem 208 / Phys 208 Mathematics for Chemists 
Chem 229A / Phys 229A Computational Methods
Chem 231A / Phys 215A Quantum Mechanics A 
Chem 231B or Phys 215B Quantum Mechanics B
Chem 231C Quantum Mechanics C
Chem 232A Statistical Thermodynamics
Chem 232B Statistical Thermodynamics 
Chem 266 / Phys 266 Current Topics in ChaMP

Two courses selected from:
Chem 228 / Phys 228 Electromagnestism 
Phys 222 Hydrodynamics
Chem 230 Classical Mechanics & Electromagnetic Theory 
Phys 211 Classical Mechanics

One course selected from:
Phys 133 Intro. of Condensed Matter Physics
Phys 238A Condensed Matter Physics 

One course selected from:
Chem 273 Technical Communication Skills
Phys 273 Technical Communication Skills

Completion of an additional set of three electives approved of by advisors:
Chem 213 Chemical Kinetics 
Chem 225 Polymer Chemistry
Chem 226 / Phys 226 Polymer Materials Science

Chem 229B / Phys 229B Computational Methods 

Chem 232C Non-Equilibrium Statistical Mechanics 
Chem 233 Nuclear & Radiochemistry

Chem 243 Advanced Instrumental Analysis 
Chem 248 Electrochemistry
Chem 249 Analytical Spectroscopy
Phys 134 Intro. to Modern Optics
Phys 213C Modern Optics

Phys 223 Numerical Methods
Phys 233A Fund. Of Biomed Imaging Systems 
Phys 233B Fund. Of Biomed Imaging Systems
Phys 238A Condensed Matter Physics
Phys 238B  Condensed Matter Physics

Phys 238C Condensed Matter Physics
Eng EECS 285B Laser and Photonics  
Engr MSE 259 Electron Microscopy

· Completion of three quarters as a graduate teaching assistant. Students for whom English is not their native language must establish proficiency in speaking English by passing the required examination prior to employment as a graduate teaching assistant. Currently, a passing score on the SPEAK, TOEP, IELTS or TOEFL iBT will meet the requirement. The passing score for the SPEAK exam is 50. The passing score for the TOEP exam is 5 or better. The passing score for the IELTS is 8 or higher on the speaking module. The passing score for the TOEFL iBT is 26 or higher on the speaking component. You must take the TOEFL iBT, IELTS or SPEAK at least once prior to taking the TOEP. Enrollment in Chem 399 (University Teaching) is required. 
· Completion of one summer quarter and six academic quarters in residence at UCI. 
· Master's Thesis: A Master's Thesis based on a research project supervised by an advisor, and evaluated by the student's committee. The M.S. Thesis need be of no specified length or format, but must report significant findings in readable, meaningful form, and must reveal the student's general grasp of the field and awareness of related work. 
· Qualifying Exam: Students who pursue the Ph.D will be required to take a Qualifying Examination at the end of the first year. 
· Advancement to Candidacy: The candidacy examination is expected to be completed prior to the ninth quarter in residence. The exam is comprised of two parts: a) an original research proposal, outside the immediate field of specialization of the student; b) a report on research accomplished and plans for completion of the Ph.D. thesis.
· End of Third Year Research Progress Report due in the spring quarter.  Prepare and submit a one-page third year research progress report to your thesis committee.



· End Of Fourth Year Research Progress Report due in the spring quarter. Prepare and submit a one-page fourth year research progress report to your thesis committee.
· Dissertation: A dissertation will be required without exception for the Ph.D. degree. The Ph.D. dissertation need be of no specified length or format, but must report results of an original piece of work in readable, meaningful form, at the same time revealing the student’s general grasp of the field and awareness of related work. Roughly, a criterion for acceptability will be that the dissertation -- probably in condensed form -- would be suitable for publication in a recognized journal. A final oral dissertation defense will be required of Ph.D. candidates.
Mandatory Requirement: Establishing California Residence
I. Required (If you have an out - of state driver's license, you must change it to California) If you do not have a drivers license, you must obtain a California ID card. For a California Driver’s license: 

a.  call the DMV for appointment  

b.  obtain a California Driver's License from DMV

c.  get the booklet first - California laws are different!

d.  call for an appointment to take the exam (Costa Mesa)

II. ASAP 

a.  register all motor vehicles with California

b.  get a vehicle smog check (most gas stations)

c.  fill out new address on bottom portion of your Zot Bill, OR go online to   http://www.reg.uci.edu/request/changeaddress.html to change your address.

     d.  open up bank accounts in California, and use (save copy of opening date, and most     recent statement)

                                  e.  change selective service to California

III. Required (or YOU will pay out of state tuition next Fall) 

a.  register to vote (photocopy voter's registration card)

b.  change permanent address to California address

IV. Over the Next Year 

a.  save all pay stubs

b.  save bills (if they have correct address and date on them)

c.  save rental agreements of all the places you live in

d.  file Cal. State Income Tax for 2016 (save copies of W-2)

e.  save copy of loans and fellowships (also zot bills for each quarter)

f.  save Tax returns for 2016
Starting on June 1, 2017, see Joy Kim located at the Registrar's Office, Aldrich Hall, room 215 and bring your documents (proof of your intent to become a CA resident). Do this BEFORE you pay fees for Fall quarter, 2017, otherwise you will be assessed Non- Resident fees.


************************************************************************
IMPORTANT WHEN REVIEWING YOUR STATUS FOR CALIFORNIA RESIDENCY, THE RESIDENT DEPUTY WILL ASK THE QUESTION: WHEN WOULD THIS STUDENT HAVE BEEN UNABLE TO GO BACK TO THEIR ORIGINAL STATE AND NOT QUALIFY FOR RESIDENCY? If it is not clear that you could not go back to your home State, then you have not established clear ties to California (i.e. have out of state license, have active checking/savings bank accounts out of state, registered to vote in another state, or NOT registered to vote in California).
ANY TIES TO OTHER/PREVIOUS RESIDENCE MUST BE CHANGED.
************************************************************************ 
For More information on Establishing California Residency see this URL on the web: 
https://www.reg.uci.edu/residency/classification.html
Choosing a Research Advisor
One of the most important decisions you will make during your graduate career is the choice of your Research Advisor. This will influence not only your graduate research and day-to-day activities at UCI, but also the opportunities available to you upon graduation. Therefore, it is extremely worthwhile to make an informed decision about the research group you join. You will want to obtain information on groups and projects by meeting with faculty members, reading papers and/or proposals, and talking with graduate students and postdocs. These activities are one of your major responsibilities during your first quarter of graduate study.

You should meet with as many faculty in your general area as you can: remember, there may be new projects not yet listed on the Department website. By talking directly with the faculty, you'll get a better idea what each group has to offer.

On occasion a student may find it favorable to select a new research advisor for any number of reasons.  Students are encouraged to talk with their advisor as a first step towards finding a satisfactory solution to this problem. In the event that a student wishes to pursue a change in advisor, the Department provides a strong network of support beyond that of their current advisor. Students are encouraged to explore their options in a confidential setting with their Area Advisor or the Chemistry Department Graduate Advisor.
Earning a Terminal Master's Degree 

· You must Advance to Candidacy for the Masters degree prior to the beginning of the final quarter of enrollment. 
· You must maintain student status until all requirements are met. 
· You may not apply for Advancement to Candidacy and finish up in the same quarter. Therefore, as soon as you make the decision to leave with a Master's degree, see the Graduate Affairs Officer regarding Advancement to Candidacy paperwork. 
· If you are not advanced before the beginning of the quarter in which all requirements are completed, the degree will not be conferred until the end of the following quarter. 
· Once a student leaves the University (and does not enroll for the subsequent quarter) their student status lapses and the degree can then be conferred only after the student has been readmitted. A readmitted student will be expected to complete at least one additional academic quarter in residence before receiving an advanced degree, which will be conferred no earlier than the second quarter following readmission. 
Pass/No Pass Grading Option vs. Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory Grading Option 

· Graduate students may take one course (4 units) per quarter on a Pass/No Pass basis.  However such courses are not considered part of the student's graduate program, may not be applied to the requirements for an advanced degree, and do not count toward the minimum number of units for which a graduate student must enroll. The grade "Pass" is defined as the equivalent of C or better. The grade of "No Pass" is the equivalent of C- or below and no credit will be received for the course. 
· Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory grading is not a student option. With the approval of the Graduate Council, certain graduate courses are graded S/U. Individual study and graduate research may be evaluated by means of the grades S or U. The grade S is defined as an equivalent of B or better. The grade of U is B- or below. 
Sexual Harassment Policy 

The University of California is committed to creating and maintaining a community in which all persons who participate in University programs and activities can work together in an atmosphere free of all forms of harassment, exploitation, or intimidation, including sexual. Specifically, every member of the University community should be aware that the University is strongly opposed to sexual harassment and that such behavior is prohibited both by law and by University policy. It is the intention of the University to take whatever action may be needed to prevent, correct, and, if necessary, discipline behavior which violates this policy. More information is available at: http://www.sho.uci.edu/ 

Resolving Grievances, Campus Ombudsman 

UCI provides a campus Ombudsman to respond to grievances by clarifying issues, making referrals; and providing a confidential, impartial and informal setting for mediation, dispute resolution or conflict negotiation. The office is located at the Multipurpose Science and Technology Building, 205 MSTB Irvine, telephone 949-824-7256. For more information see this URL on the web: http://www.ombuds.uci.edu

Policy on Academic Honesty

The policy on academic honesty and its consequences is available at: 
http://senate.uci.edu/uci-academic-senate-manual/part-iii-appendices-of-the-irvine-division/academic-integrity. Students are expected to become familiar with this policy. Students who fail to uphold their fundamental academic obligation are subject to consequences that might range from lowering a grade to campus-wide sanctions, up to and including dismissal. Examples of conduct that fall under the aegis of the policy on academic honesty include, but are not limited to, plagiarism, cheating, stealing of exams, falsifying the record of their work, or collusion in such dishonest activities. 
Time to Degree Policy

COURSEWORK REQUIREMENTS:
Coursework requirements vary in the Chemistry disciplines, therefore, students are expected to complete their coursework at the earliest, the end of their first year and at the latest, the end of their second year of graduate study. 

NORMATIVE TIME TO ADVANCE TO CANDIDACY

For students in organic chemistry, the candidacy exam must be taken by the end of the sixth quarter in residence. For students in physical and inorganic chemistry, the candidacy exam must be taken prior to the end of the seventh quarter in residence. 

ChaMP Ph.D. students must complete the candidacy exam within one year of starting the Ph.D. Program. 

NORMATIVE TIME TO DEGREE: 

	Chemistry Ph.D. 
	Five years

	ChaMP Ph.D. 
	Five years


MAXIMAL TIME TO DEGREE: 

	Chemistry Ph.D. 
	Seven Years

	ChaMP Ph.D. 
	Seven Years


Transcripts 

Students are encouraged to pick up a copy of their transcript or review their grades via StudentAccess following completion of each quarter enrolled. If you have erroneously received an incorrect grade, this is your opportunity to correct any errors. Student records may not be changed after one year or, in some cases less than one year if Academic Senate regulations specify a shorter time limit. The notation "NR", which means that no grade has been reported, must be removed within one quarter of subsequent enrollment or it will automatically be converted to the grade of "F". This is the most common error that Chemistry graduate students have experienced in the past; therefore, the importance of checking your academic record each quarter cannot be overemphasized. You can pick up a free copy of your updated unofficial transcript from the Registrar's office approximately one week after the end of the quarter. You can also view your grades through StudentAccess approximately one week after the end of the quarter at the below link.
https://www.reg.uci.edu/services/transcripts/unofficial.html
